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Report Highlights:

On March 23, 2012, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published “Ad-hoc
instructions related to imported food clearance process by FSSAI’s Authorized Officers regarding the
date of manufacture and batch number”. The commencement period of the instructions have been
extended from March 3, 2012 for another three months or till further orders, whichever is earlier. This
is in continuation to the Ad-hoc instructions issued by FSSAI on January 5, 2012.



General Information:

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the following Government

of India website http://www.fssai.gov.in/. The U.S. Government makes no claim of accuracy or
authenticity.

Guidelines: Both the text dated March 23 and January 5, 2012 are given below.
March 23, 2012


http://www.fssai.gov.in/

Mouost Upgent

No. 1-1T/FSSALT/2010
Food Safety and Standards Auwthority of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India
FIrA Bhawan, Kotla Road
New Delhi-110002

Diated: 23" March, 2012

Subject:  Ad-hoe fnstructions related to Imported Fosd Cleavanee Process by
FSSAI’s Authorized Officers regarding Date of Manufacture and
Batcl Number,

In continuation of communication of even number dated 13.12.2001 on the subject
cited ahove, the undersigned is directed to sy that the decision of the Competent
Authority on the minor labelling defects regarding Date of manufacture and Batch
number observed by the Authorized Officers, FRSAT at ports issued vide abovementioned
communication is extended Trom 15.03,2012 for ancdher theee months or Gl forther
orders, whichever is earlier,

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

N

T
{Aclesh Molian)
Senior Inspecting Officer

T
1. Al Anthorized Officers, FRSAT

Copy to:

1. PPS o Chairperson, FSSAIL
2. Dhirvector (Surveillanee), FSSAIL
3. FSSALD's website

Source: FSSAI, March 23, 2012

January 5, 2012:



http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Adhoc%20Instructions%20related%20to%20imported%20food%20clearance%20process_regarding_date_of_manufacture_and_batch_number(05-04-2012).pdf

No. 1-1T/FSSAIT/ 2010
Food Safety and Standards Aothority of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt, of India
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road
New Delhi-1 10002

Dated: 15® Decembser, 2011
Subject: Ad-hoe  instructions  related to Imported Food Clearance Process by
FSSAI's Authorized " Officers regarding Date of Manufacture and Batch
Number

In recent times, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been
receiving many representations from food importers in India regarding minor labelling defiects in
the imported food anicles. Various such representations were considered in FSSAL Afer due
congideration on operational issues and inconvenience sulfered by the food importers in India,
while ensuring the mandate of safe food imports into India and in continuation toe FS5AI's ad-
hot puidelines of even number dated 12002011 on the subject mentioned above, the
undersigned is directed o convey the decision of the Competent Authority on the following
minor labelling defects observed by the Authorized Officers, FSSAI at ports:
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1. | *Date of Manufacture’ which
is supposed o be mentioned in
the date, month and  vear
format but is given in Julian
format in the labels of the
imported food consignments.

Decision

The *Date of manufacture” will be given in date,
month and year format on sticker in addition to the
‘Date of manefacture’ in Julian format already
present in the labels along with the rectifiable
labelling requirements vie, Name and address of the
importer and vegctanian/non=vegetarian logo. The
sticker should be pasted in a way that it does not
mask the original ‘Date of manufacture’ in Julian
format present in the labels. The defect may be
reclified strictly in the cusiom's warchouse under
supervision of customs department. B
It has been decided by the Competent Authority that
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‘Batch number”  which s

present in the labels but is not
preceded by a prefix such as

| Lot number/Lot'Code Mumber/

CodeBach Number” Batch or
any other distinguishing prefix

| as per the Food Safety and

Standards Regulation, 2001,

e i o
Source: FSSAI, Jan 5, 2012

consignments without prefix such as Lot number/
Lot'Code Number!  Code/Batch  NMumber/Batch or
any other distinguishing prefix as per the Food
Safety and Standards Regulation, 20011 shall be
accepted subject to the condition that Authorized
Officer, FSSAL will wverify from the relevant
documents from the manufacturer/exporter of the
source country and satisfy himself that the numbers/
alphabets’ combination of numbers/alphabets
present in the labels are a valid baich number/lon

numberfcode  number  of  that  particular
Comsignment.
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http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/ad_hoc_instruction(05-01-2012).pdf




